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Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District 
held in the Council Chamber Aras an Chontae and via MS Teams 
on Wednesday, 27 September 2023 at 4pm



CATHAOIRLEACH:			Leas Councillor Peggy Nolan

MEMBERS PRESENT: 	Councillors – Uruemu Adejinmi, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 

IN ATTENDANCE: 			Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services
					Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer 
					Ms. Lorraine McKee, Administrative Officer
					Mr. David Barden, Administrative Officer 
					Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Senior Executive Officer 
					Ms. Maria Hall, Hub Planning
						
MEETINGS 
ADMINISTRATOR:			Ms. Claire McNabola

APOLOGIES:			 	Councillor Martin Monaghan
					

1. ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated

(i) [bookmark: _Hlk127978304]On the proposal of Councillor John Browne seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock it was unanimously agreed to adopt Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held on the 26 July 2023, as circulated.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES
[bookmark: _Hlk97642694]None 

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS

None 

4. MANAGEMENT REPORT - circulated

The Management Report, as circulated, was noted. 

Senior Executive Engineer, Eamonn Bennett highlighted the works in the area since the last meeting and noted the upcoming works.  

Councillor Gerry Warnock raised the matter of the dangerous use of electric scooters, scrambles etc on the Canal Walk, Cllr Warnock requested signage in relation to prohibited use of same should be put in place to leave the walkways safe for pedestrians.

Councillor Warnock also asked that a loose chippings additional signage be placed on the Lisbrack Road following resurfacing works, Eamon Bennett advised the Road Sweeper will sweep up any loose chippings on this stretch of road.  

On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock, seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan it was agreed that the Regeneration Team would meet the Longford MD Members In Committee to discuss Regeneration Projects in this Municipal District – John Brannigan agreed to arrange same. 

Councillor Seamus Butler raised the matter of footpaths both at Lisduff and the Market Square Taxi Rank and Eamon Bennett replied these requests would be looked into. 

[bookmark: _Hlk146889082]On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan, seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler it was agreed to write to the Superintendent to monitor parking and enforce parking policy in the Taxi Rank outside of PV’s on Ballymahon St after 7pm in the evening.   

Councillor John Browne raised the matter in relation to Bicycle Stands and location of same, Richard Smith from Active Travel advised they would look at possible locations and it was agreed he would give an update to all the Members at the next meeting. 

Councillor Peggy Nolan requested that “Resident Parking” should be appropriately signed on both Congress Terrace and Templemichael Terrace as these streets are been used for all day parking by non-residents and causing enormous inconvenience to residents. 

Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi also raised her concerns in relation to the Taxi Rank at Market Square, in addition to this Councillor Adejinmi asked if the possible widening of Great Water Street could be looked at, and grass lowered along the Canal Walk.





5. TO APPROVE A STATEMENT OF CONSISTENCY OF THE DRAFT LONGFORD LOCAL ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY PLAN 2023 - 2029
Maria updated the members in relation to progress on the stages of the LECP and presented the draft plan for consideration and approval. Maria outlined the rationale for the amendments to the High Level Goals and what the desired outcomes should look like and how they would be measured.  
To approve a Statement of Consistency of the Draft Longford Local Economic and Community Plan 2023 - 2029 the members agreed the following:  
i.The core strategy and the objectives of the Longford County Development Plan 2021-2027;
ii.The Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019 - 2031;
iii.The economic and community elements of the Draft Local Economic and Community Plan are consistent with each other.    
Maria outlined the next stages of the development of the LECP and answered any questions raised by the members.
On the proposal of Councillor John Browne and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler the draft plan was approved.

6. CONSIDERATION OF PART VIII NO. 109 - PROPOSED EXTENSION TO ST. JOHN’S GRAVEYARD, BATTERY ROAD, ABBEYCARTRON, LONGFORD TOWN
[bookmark: _Hlk140500844]On the proposal of Councillor Uruemu Adejnmi, seconded by Councillor John Browne, the members unanimously agreed to approve the Part VIII application in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

7. CONSIDERATION OF TAKING IN CHARGE OF LONGFORD BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY PARK – AS CIRCULATED
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler, seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejnmi, the members unanimously agreed to the approve the Taking in Charge of Longford Business and Technology Park subject to the necessary works been carried out. 




NOTICES OF MOTIONS, SUBMITTED BY COUNCILLORS, AS LISTED HEREUNDER: 
[bookmark: _Hlk125633796][bookmark: _Hlk146889162]The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan
(i) I am calling on Longford Municipal District to vigorously engage with Uisce Eireann to immediately complete the taking in charge of sanitary infrastructure at Cartrun Breac Estate.
Response 
The Council is resolving issues in relation to the taking in charge of this estate with the UE Legacy Infrastructure section.  Once the issues are resolved, UE will take the estate in charge.  
In the meantime, LCC are responsible for the sewer and any blockages and if there are any issues, UE will resolve them and bill LCC (this is part of the Transition Agreement)

	It was also agreed that a letter would issue to Uisce Erieann on this matter. 


The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejnmi

(ii) I'm calling on Longford Municipal District to organise a contractor to carry out maintenance works on the Longford Royal Canal Walkway. Provision was made in the LCC Budget 2023 to do these works, but this has not been advanced. The condition of this well utilised walkway is appalling and has nearly negated the significant capital investment that totally transformed the amenity back in 2019.
Response 
LCC Active Travel are currently preparing, and will subsequently submit, a funding t for a ride-on sweeper. If successful, this unit will be available to help with litter / cleaning of existing and future footpaths and cycleways - but will also serve our greenways.  However, a member of staff will still be required to operate this machine.  

Landscaping maintenance will also remain a separate and expanding responsibility e.g. weeding, footpath edging, tree cut-back, grass verge cutting, etc.

 This resource availability lies with the district to assign 


The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan
(iii) I am calling for a review of our public infrastructure within The Mall with a view to developing a master plan to include additional carparking, lighting, ramps and installation of public CCTV poles and cameras. Over the last number of years, The Mall has seen a significant increase in footfall in no small part due to the success of the Leisure Centre, the upgrading of the walking trail, Longford Park Run and other Running Groups, as well as the continued use of the Astro Turf Pitches. This is all hugely welcome, but we need to ensure that our infrastructure is in line with this increased usage as well as being mindful of public safety.
Response 
	The Mall is one of the 4 elements of the Camlin Quarter Regeneration Project.  The Preliminary Business Case is with the Department for Approval.  Once approved, the Council can proceed to develop a master plan for the Mall.  

Mall Improvements to date:
· The Surface was blacked top before Covid
· All lights changed to LED
· Active Travel provided a ramp at the entrance to provide priority for the pedestrians over traffic entering the Mall
· Regeneration are upgrading the Changing rooms – Contractor appointed
In relation to CCTV – there is a CCTV committee that have surveyed the Town and identified areas for additional CCTV.  CCTV has GDPR issues so CCTV could most likely be only installed in the Carpark and in none of the recreation areas 



The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi 
(i) That the lower green area in the St Emer’s Estate requires a surface water drainage scheme to allow the cutting of grass throughout the growing season. I respectfully request that these works are carried out before next year’s grass cutting season.
Response 
We will include the green area of the St. Emer’s estate in the drainage schemes for 2024.   Furthermore, we will carry out the drainage works in St. Emer’s before we start cutting grass in 2024

The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejnmi
(ii) Whereas the Local Government Act 2001 as amended in the 2014 Act, Schedule 14A, subject to Section 131A that it is a reserved function of a Municipal District to make a resolution to determine the manner in which fees for parking shall be disposed of, I hereby propose that the Executive furnish those fees to the October meeting of Longford Municipal District by way of an Agenda item to be voted on by the Members of Longford Municipal District.
Response 
This matter will be discussed at the Budget Meeting

The following notice of motion was proposed by Councillor John Browne and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan
(i) I call on Longford County Council to have bicycle stands installed outside the entrances at the Tesco Shopping Centre and at the Public Library.
Response 
Bike stands were installed two weeks ago outside the penny's entrance.

OTHER MATTERS 
[bookmark: _Hlk146889211]On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan, the members unanimously agreed for another letter to be sent to the HSE inviting them to provide an update on a quarterly update to the Members of Longford County Council 

This concluded the business of the meeting.



Signed: ____________________
              Claire McNabola,
 Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the 25 October 2023.


Signed: _______________
             Cathaoirleach.




2

image1.jpeg
W LINSTFORT

Comhairle Chontae An Longfoirt NNE
Longford County Council People - Place - Opportunity County Buildings, Great Water Street, Longford, N39 NH56

Aras an Chontae, Sraid Mhor Na hAbhann, Longfort, N39 NH56

0’} © (043)3343300 @ wwwlongfordcoco.ie




